
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

National    
 

Health Canada authorizes use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine in children 12 

to 15 years of age  

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2021/05/health-canada-authorizes-use-of-the-pfizer-biontech-covid-

19-vaccine-in-children-12-to-15-years-of-age.html 

Health Canada has authorized the use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for children between 12 to 15 years of 

age. Initially authorized for people 16 years and older in December, 2020, Pfizer-BioNTech is the first vaccine to be 

authorized for use in children.  

Health Canada authorized the use of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for children after completing a 

thorough and independent review to determine its safety and effectiveness in preventing COVID-19 in children 

between the ages of 12 to 15 years. 

Statement from the Chief Public Health Officer of Canada 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/news/2021/05/statement-from-the-chief-public-health-officer-of-canada-on-

may-6-2021.html 

The pandemic has many Canadians struggling with feelings like fear, loneliness, anger, and grief. During these 

challenging times, it is more important than ever to be proactive in maintaining and supporting our mental health. 

Mental Health Week was observed between May 3 to 9. This year’s theme, Get real about how you feel: Name it. 

Don’t numb it focused on understanding the intense emotions that have been brought on by the pandemic.  

The Hope for Wellness Help Line offers immediate support and crisis intervention to Indigenous peoples 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. Individuals can speak with an experienced and culturally competent counsellor over the 

phone by calling toll free 1-855-242-3310 or by chat online at hopeforwellness.ca. Telephone and online services 

are available in English, French, and, upon request, in Cree, Ojibway, and Inuktitut.  

Recommendations on the use of COVID-19 vaccines 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-

naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines.html 

The National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) has added the Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 

vaccine to its Table of updates: Recommendations on the use of COVID-19 vaccines.  

Information on the table includes vaccine administration, recommendations, efficacy and effec tiveness, 

immunogenicity, storage requirements, and vaccine safety and adverse events following immunization.  
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For the most up-to-date national information on COVID-19, visit Indigenous Services Canada website or the 

Government of Canada’s Twitter and Facebook pages at @GCIndigenous and @GCIndigenousHealth. 

 



  

Regional 

Manitoba launches new financial support for paid sick leave related to COVID-19 

https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51224&posted=2021-05-07  

The province is launching a new Manitoba Pandemic Sick Leave program to help fill the gaps between federal 
programming and current provincial employment standards for paid sick leave. Under this new program, employers 
will be given up to $600 per employee to cover up to five days COVID-19 related sick leave. This includes time off 
for COVID-19 testing, vaccination appointments and side effects, self-isolation due to COVID-19 symptoms, and 
caring for a loved one. The days do not have to be taken consecutively.  

To qualify, eligible employees must reside in the province, work full-time or part-time, and receive wages in 
Manitoba from a private-sector, non-profit, or charitable employer. The program runs from May 7 to September 25 

to coincide with other federal and provincial programs. 

VAX facts videos available online 

https://protectmb.ca/vax-facts/ 

The Province of Manitoba has several videos available on their #ProtectMB web site related to COVID-19. The 

videos cover different topics including how COVID-19 vaccines are developed, information about the Moderna 

vaccine, how COVID-19 vaccines protect us, and vaccine misinformation.   

The Sioux Lookout First Nations Health Authority and Keewatinohk Inniniw Minoyoawin have created videos about 

COVID-19 and Indigenous peoples including: How vaccines work, Information about the Moderna-19 vaccine, and 

Hope is stronger than fear.  

Province investing in Northern Healthy Foods Initiative (NHFI) 

https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51213&posted=2021-05-05 

The Manitoba government is investing $1.3 million into the Northern Healthy Foods Initiative (NHFI) to support the 

development of culturally relevant and healthy food systems for Indigenous peoples and their communities.  

The food security projects and programming are facilitated by Manitoba Indigenous and Northern Relations, and are 
delivered through several community-based organizations to First Nations, Northern Affairs communities, and 
northern municipalities.  

 

 

 


