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New cases- 209
FN Test positivity- 8%
New tests- 2319
Percentage of total tests in
MB- 15%

 

Deaths
Current- 1 (1 male, 0 female)
Total- 147 (70 male, 77 female)

Age range of deaths 
Current- 72
Total- 9-96

Deaths- Median Age
Current- 72
Total- 66

842

10,158
(74%)

% is of Provincial Totals
(32%)

(3/3)

(89/95)

(11/12)

769
(339/430) 57

Current

Total

First Nations COVID-19 Hospitalizations

66

Total

3137 people in Winnipeg Regional Health Authority (WRHA)
1365 people in the Interlake Eastern Regional Health Authority (IERHA)
518 people in the Southern Health-Santé Sud (SHSS)
487 people in the Prairie Mountain Regional Health Authority (PMH)
4651 people in the Northern Regional Health Authority (NRHA)
0 cases where the region of residence is pending
The number of recovered cases is 9169
The number of currently hospitalized cases is 23. This is 42% of all hospitalizations in the province currently. 
The number of First Nations people in the ICU due to COVID-19 is 6. This is 67% of all COVID-19 ICU admissions
currently.
The number of deaths among First Nations people due to COVID-19 is 147. The median age of deaths in First Nations is
66 (in comparison to 83 for the rest of MB). 
The cases have occurred in 5092 females and 5066 males
The age range of cases is 1-96
The most commonly reported age group of infected individuals is 20-29 (same as the rest of MB)
Travel-acquired cases: 0% (in comparison to 2% for other Manitobans)
Acquisition through contact with a known positive case: 73% (in comparison to 68% for other Manitobans)
Average time from symptom onset until testing: 3 days (same as the rest of MB)
39% of cases reported the presence of an underlying illness (in comparison to 34% for the rest of MB) 

Details of the 10,158 First Nations cases:

The Manitoba First Nations COVID-19 Pandemic Response Coordination Team advise that, since the February 26th bulletin, two
hundred and nine (209) new First Nations COVID-19 cases were identified as of 7:00 am Friday, March 5th. The total number of lab-
confirmed positive and probable positive First Nations cases in Manitoba has increased by 209, taking the total to 10,158 cases. Of the
total cases, 5453 cases are off-reserve and 4705 cases are on-reserve. The total number of recovered cases are now 9169, there have
been 147 deaths, and 842 cases are considered active. 

On Reserve- 180
Off Reserve- 69
Total FN- 249
Percentage of total in
MB- 56%

Presumed Active Cases
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Except in the very young, testing rates are higher in women,
59% overall. This mirrors the provincial testing trends
where there are also more women who are being tested at
56%.
A total of 49981 First Nations people have been tested to
date. Of those, 59% of tests were completed for First
Nations who live on reserve and 41% of tests were
completed for First Nations who live in urban or rural areas.

As of March 5th, 2021, the number of First Nations COVID-19
tests has risen by 2319, for a total of 80,158 tests conducted for
First Nations across Manitoba since the pandemic began. The
5-day COVID-19 test positivity rate in Manitoba First Nations is
8% which is higher than Manitoba’s current 5-day test positivity
rate of 3%. 

The total number of tests in First Nations represents 11% of the
overall tests done in Manitoba; testing numbers are highest in
hospital, particularly in Winnipeg; the main sources of test
samples excluding Winnipeg were from nursing stations.

Unlike the majority of cases in Manitoba, First Nations people
are most likely to be infected through close contact to a known
case of COVID-19.
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First Nation Testing
Number of tests performed, and number of people
tested

73% of COVID-19 infections were a result

of close contact to a positive cases

 

49, 981

Number of people tested

First Nations currently make up approximately 74% of active cases.

 

Epidemiological Curve- First Nations Cases
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First Nations people continue to make up a highly disproportionate amount of new cases in Manitoba (57% today), and
remain over-represented in current hospitalizations (42%) and current ICU admissions (67%). The 5 day test positivity
rate remains significantly higher than the rest of the province (8%). 

We continue to experience this pandemic in the context of longstanding challenges with inadequate, overcrowded
housing and other gaps in access to social determinants of health. These challenges put First Nation communities at
higher risk of spread of COVID-19 because they make it more difficult to isolate appropriately within the home and
increase the risk of spread to other people within the home. Understanding that these baseline factors create this
higher risk situation, it remains critical that we are diligent with following the protective public health measures to try to
reduce these disproportionate impacts as much as we can. 

Discussion

Date: March 5, 2021

Health care workers in remote and isolated communities;
People over age 60 in remote and isolate communities; and,
People over age 70 in non-remote communities.

Moderna shipments are continuing to communities to complete the 2nd doses for the previously announced eligibility:

By the end of day today, all 63 communities will have received their shipments, barring any unforeseen weather or
travel delays.

As of March 4th, 7507 First Nation people have received one dose of
the COVID-19 vaccine and 2142 have received two doses. Today it
was announced that First Nations people over aged 67 are now
eligible for vaccination at the provincial supersites. Age groups will
continue to be expanded so please check the eligibility criteria
regularly at this link:
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html. 

Appointments can be booked by calling 1-844-626-8222.

Appointments can be booked by a relative/ caregiver and also
a relative/ caregiver can accompany the person to the
supersite if assistance will be needed.

You will be asked to bring identification
to the appointment to verify your birth
date and ensure the right person is
being vaccinated at the right
appointment but this does NOT need to
be a Status Card. 
You will be told you can print out the
consent form and bring it with you, but
there will be consent forms and pens
available at the supersites and you can
fill it out there.

When you call the call center to book your
appointment, you will be asked if you self-
identify as First Nations. At this time no
further proof of First Nations identity will be
necessary. 

Health experts from AMC, MKO and SCO meet regularly with the Provincial Vaccine Task Force to discuss expanding
eligibility as more vaccine doses become available. There is significant planning underway for the next phase of the
vaccine rollout. In this phase of the rollout, we will be planning to vaccinate all eligible individuals age 18+ in each of the
63 communities. An evidence-based sequencing plan has been developed based on risk of evacuation due to fire or
flood, geographical factors like winter road access only or waterways, higher number of COVID-19 fatalities, experience
of outbreaks, and population plan. This sequencing is necessary for both the vaccine supply shipping and the human
resource surge support that is needed to achieve this ambitious plan.

https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.html
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You can access
testing by calling the
health facility in your
community, going to
the RHA testing site
closest to you, calling
your health care
provider, or use the
Screening Tool to find
out when/where you
can be tested.
https://sharedhealth
mb.ca/covid19/screen
ing-tool/
                                                        

Limit close contacts outside of the household. This is very important for reducing transmission of
COVID-19.
If you have family who live in other communities/ areas from you, consider ways to connect that are
lower risk for spreading COVID-19, such as connecting by phone, social media or other virtual
platforms.
Practice physical distancing measures and stay 2m/ 6ft away from people who are outside of your
household.
Frequently wash your hands with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitizer.
Regularly clean commonly touched surfaces such as door handles and countertops.
Wear non-medical masks.          
Stay home and self-isolate if you have any new symptoms that could be from COVID-19, no matter
how mild the symptoms are.
Present for testing if your symptoms last for more than 24 hours.

At this time, PRCT advises all First Nations people and communities to take the actions above. In
addition, we remind people to:

                                                                                                                

 
Manitoba First Nations COVID-19 Alert Levels
https://manitobachiefs.com/wp-content/uploads/PRCT-MB-First-Nations-COVID-Alert-Levels.pdf
 
School Division Reopening Plans
http://www.manitoba.ca/covid19/restoring/school-divisions.html
 
Restoring Safe Schools: August 13 - School Settings Practice Guidance and Protocols
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/restoring/rss-practice-guidance.html
 
Applying Current Public Health Orders and Guidance to Community Events 
https://manitobachiefs.com/wp-content/uploads/PRCT-GUIDE-Applying-Current-Public-Health-Orders-and-Guidance-to-Community-Events-
29May2020-FINALasof459pm.pdf
 
Public Health Considerations During COVID-19 for Sundance Leaders 
https://d5d8ad59-8391-4802-9f0a-f5f5d600d7e9.filesusr.com/ugd/38252a_de8caedd52c5409e9607394c383c7929.pdf?index=true
 
Manitoba Government COVID-19 information
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/

COVID-19 Resources and Links:

Please visit any of the following websites for more
information and resources on COVID-19:
www.manitobachiefs.com 
www.mkonation.com 
www.fnhssm.com
                                                                                                       

Starting March 15th, communities in both the Northern and Southern parts of the province will begin receiving their
allocations of Moderna to vaccinate all eligible and consenting individuals 18+. Our planning indicates that by early to
mid May all First Nations individuals who are eligible and want a COVID-19 vaccine will have received their first dose.
More detailed information will be shared with communities next week.

On Wednesday, March 3rd, it was announced that the Astra Zeneca vaccine will be available for Manitobans aged 50-
64 with certain high risk health conditions in the coming weeks. The 20 year age differential for eligibility will be applied
for this vaccine as well, so First Nations people aged 30-64 will with certain high risk health conditions will be eligible.
More information about what high risk health conditions are being including in the initial prioritization will be released
next week. The Astra Zeneca vaccine will be delivered through physician’s offices and pharmacies. They do not yet have
the information they need in order to book appointments, so at this time we encourage First Nations people to watch
for the announcements next week about who will be eligible and how to book.

https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://manitobachiefs.com/wp-content/uploads/PRCT-MB-First-Nations-COVID-Alert-Levels.pdf
http://www.manitoba.ca/covid19/restoring/school-divisions.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/restoring/rss-practice-guidance.html
https://manitobachiefs.com/wp-content/uploads/PRCT-GUIDE-Applying-Current-Public-Health-Orders-and-Guidance-to-Community-Events-29May2020-FINALasof459pm.pdf
https://d5d8ad59-8391-4802-9f0a-f5f5d600d7e9.filesusr.com/ugd/38252a_de8caedd52c5409e9607394c383c7929.pdf?index=true
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/
http://www.manitobachiefs.com/
http://www.manitobachiefs.com/
http://www.mkonation.com/
http://www.mkonation.com/
http://www.fnhssm.com/

